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HIGHWAY RIVER CROSSINGS
XOM CA TRANG, NORTH VIETNAM
1757N 10549E

(SEE NPIC BRIEFING BOARDS L-1158 AND L-1641)

1. SIGNIFICANCE:

THIS BRIEFING BOARD DEPICTS MULTIPLE HIGHWAY RIVER CROSSINGS ON
ROUTE 15 IN THE XOM CA TRANG AREA, INDICATING A DETERMINED EFFORT BY
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TO MAINTAIN THEIR SUPPLY ROUTE INTO LAOS VIA
THE DEQ MU GIA (PASS).

BACKGROUND:

THE XOM CA TRANG AREA WAS STRUCK TWICE IN APRIL 1965 WHEN THE

XOM CA TRANG HIGHWAY BRIDGE OVER THE RAO CAT | |Was

DESTROYED. THE XOM CA TRANG HIGHWAY BRIDGE OVER THE NAM QUAT

WAS PROBABLY DESTROYED AT THE SAME TIME.

RECONNATSSANCE PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED THE

FIRST KNOWN VEHICULAR CABLE BRIDGE IN NORTH VIEINAM. THE TECHNIQUE

EMPLOYED CONSISTED OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CABLES AND REMOVABLE

SECTIONS OF BRIDGE DECKING IN ORDER TO MAKE AN APPARENTLY UNSERVICE-

ABLE BRIDGE SERVICEABLE. THE DECKING WAS PLACED ON THE CABLES AT
NIGHT IN ORDER TO ACCOMODATE VEHICUﬁAR TRAFFIC, AND REMOVED DURING

THE DAY TCO LESSEN THE DANGER OF U.S. AIR STRIKES.

NGA review(s) completed.

These notes have been prepared for briefing purposes only and should not be used for detailed analytical work. Their use
should be restricted to the particular briefing board(s) they were prepared for and must be considered valid only for the re-
porting pe[r)i%d as indicated by the date of issue. For information concerning these notes contact Chief, Collateral Support
Division, NPIC.
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MISSTION READQUT:

REVEALS FOUR SERVICEABLE FORDS,

ONE PROBABLE SERVICEABLE CABLE BRIDGE, ONE DESTROYED AND ONE PARTTALLY

DESTROYED HIGHWAY BRIDGE, THREE DESTROYED/DISMANTLED CABLE BRIDGES,

ONE DUMMY CABLE BRIDGE, AND ONE DISMANTLED DUMMY CABLE BRIDGE,
REMARKS ¢

DESPITE CONTINUING U.S. AIR STRIKES AND INCLEMENT WEATHER,
WHICH CONSTANTLY CHANGE THE STATUS OF THE RIVER CROSSINGS IN THE
X0M CA TRANG AREA, THE SUPPLY ROUTE HAS NEVER BEEN OBSERVED CIOSED
FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD OF TIME BECAUSE OF THE NUMEROUS ALTERNATIVE

CROSSINGS AVAITABIE,

These notes have been prepared for briefing purposes only and should not be used for detailed analytical work. Their use
should be restricted to the particular briefing board(s) they were prepared for and must be considered valid only for the re-
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